
Understanding REACH 

REACH is a regulation of the European Union, adopted to improve the protection of human 

health and the environment from the risks that can be posed by chemicals, while enhancing 

the competitiveness of the EU chemicals industry. It also promotes alternative methods for 

the hazard assessment of substances in order to reduce the number of tests on animals.  

In principle, REACH applies to all chemical substances; not only those used in industrial 

processes but also in our day-to-day lives, for example in cleaning products, paints as well as 

in articles such as clothes, furniture and electrical appliances. Therefore, the regulation has 

an impact on most companies across the EU. 

REACH places the burden of proof on companies. To comply with the regulation, companies 

must identify and manage the risks linked to the substances they manufacture and market in 

the EU. They have to demonstrate to ECHA how the substance can be safely used, and they 

must communicate the risk management measures to the users. 

If the risks cannot be managed, authorities can restrict the use of substances in different 

ways. In the long run, the most hazardous substances should be substituted with less 

dangerous ones. 

REACH stands for Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals. It 

entered into force on 1 June 2007. 

How does REACH work? 

REACH establishes procedures for collecting and assessing information on the properties and 

hazards of substances. 

Companies need to register their substances and to do this they need to work together with 

other companies who are registering the same substance. 

ECHA receives and evaluates individual registrations for their compliance, and the EU 

Member States evaluate selected substances to clarify initial concerns for human health or for 

the environment. Authorities and ECHA's scientific committees assess whether the risks of 

substances can be managed. 

Authorities can ban hazardous substances if their risks are unmanageable. They can also 

decide to restrict a use or make it subject to a prior authorisation. 

REACHʹs effect on companies 

REACH impacts on a wide range of companies across many sectors, even those who may not 

think of themselves as being involved with chemicals. 



In general, under REACH you may have one of these roles: 

Manufacturer: If you make chemicals, either to use yourself or to supply to other people 

(even if it is for export), then you will probably have some important responsibilities under 

REACH. 

Importer: If you buy anything from outside the EU/EEA, you are likely to have some 

responsibilities under REACH. It may be individual chemicals, mixtures for onwards sale or 

finished products, like clothes, furniture or plastic goods. 

Downstream users: Most companies use chemicals, sometimes even without realising it, 

therefore you need to check your obligations if you handle any chemicals in your industrial or 

professional activity. You might have some responsibilities under REACH. 

Companies established outside the EU: If you are a company established outside the EU, you 

are not bound by the obligations of REACH, even if you export their products into the customs 

territory of the European Union. The responsibility for fulfilling the requirements of REACH, 

such as pre-registration or registration lies with the importers established in the European 

Union, or with the only representative of a non-EU manufacturer established in the European 

Union. 

For more information ,please find on   

http://echa.europa.eu/regulations/reach 

 

 

 

Understanding CLP 

The CLP Regulation ensures that the hazards presented by chemicals are clearly 

communicated to workers and consumers in the European Union through classification and 

labelling of chemicals. 

Before placing chemicals on the market, the industry must establish the potential risks to 

human health and the environment of such substances and mixtures, classifying them in line 

with the identified hazards. The hazardous chemicals also have to be labelled according to a 

standardised system so that workers and consumers know about their effects before they 

handle them. 

Thanks to this process, the hazards of chemicals are communicated through standard 

statements and pictograms on labels and safety data sheets. For example, when a supplier 

identifies a substance as "acute toxicity category 1 (oral)", the labelling will include the 

hazard statement "fatal if swallowed", the word "Danger" and a pictogram with a skull and 

crossbones. 



CLP stands for Classification, Labelling and Packaging. The CLP Regulation entered into force 

in January 2009, and the method of classifying and labelling chemicals it introduced is based 

on the United Nations' Globally Harmonised System (GHS). 

The Regulation replaces over time two previous pieces of legislation, the Dangerous 

Substances Directive and the Dangerous Preparations Directive. There is a transition period 

until 2015. 

For more information,please find on   

http://echa.europa.eu/web/guest/regulations/clp 

 

 

 

 

 

USI commitment 

USI company have pre-registered major popular substances in its current portfolio for which 

it has responsibilities and obligations to do so under REACH. For more information, you can 

contact us by our e-mail:mailto:inquiry@usichemical.com . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


